
 

Friday 6th March 2026 

Dear Families, 

This week at Thurlestone has been filled with creativity and celebration as we enjoyed a 

wonderful World Book Day together. Thank you to everyone who took part in our decorated 

plate competition—the designs were fantastic, and it was clear how much thought and 

imagination had gone into each one.  

 

We have also been delighted to welcome visitors to the school this week, and they have been 

extremely impressed by the children’s manners, their positive attitudes, and their enthusiasm for 

learning. We are very proud of how our pupils represent Thurlestone each day.  

 

Yarmer Class and Nursery enjoyed their final Forest School session for a little while too, making 

the most of the outdoors and ending this block of sessions on a real high. 

 

Our Year 5 and 6 children are also getting very excited about their residential next week, and it 

has been lovely to see their anticipation building. Please note that we will not be having a Praise 

Assembly next Friday due to the residential; this will roll over to the following week instead. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Ruston 

 

Dates for your Diary  

Monday 9th March- Friday 13th March -Year 5/6 Residential 

Monday 16th March- Friday 20th March- Science Week  

Wednesday 1st April- 9:00am Easter Service at church (all welcome)  

Thursday 2nd April- Easter Bonnet parade at 3pm for Steeple Cove and Yarmer-Last day of Term 

Friday 3rd April- Easter Holidays  

Monday 20th April- Non-Pupil Day 

Tuesday 21st April- First day of term 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Steeple Cove Nursery 

This week Steeple Cove have been exploring life-cycles, discovering that every living being has a 
life cycle, even us! The children have been busy recreating the 
story of ’The hungry caterpillar’, by following along with the story 
and feeding the foods to the very hungry caterpillars! The 
children have made ’cress caterpillars’ using decorated egg 
boxes. The children have been getting stuck in exploring our 
messy tray this week, finding the different parts of life-cycles 
that were hiding in the jelly. Thursday we very delighted to see 
all the children dressed up as their favourite book characters, 

celebrating ’world book day’, they all looked fantastic.  

 

Yarmer (Reception/Year 1) 

This week in Yarmer, we’ve been busy explorers! 
 The children have been investigating the physical features of Wales and Northern Ireland, 
developing their geography skills and curiosity about the world around them. In Year 1, we’ve 
been learning all about personal pronouns, using them in sentences and spotting them in our 
reading. Our Reception learners have been making great progress with their Red Ditty books and 
have been enjoying lots of opportunities to write in different ways throughout their environment. 
To top it all off, we had a wonderfully cosy Forest School session where everyone enjoyed a 
delicious hot chocolate—a perfect treat after a fun afternoon outdoors! 

 
Leas Foot (Year 1 and 2)  
 
Children in Leas Foot have impressed me this week with their problem-solving, creativity and 
teamwork, especially during our design technology learning of exploring bridges and being 
challenged to make a bridge! Leas Foot have also enjoyed a sunny PE session outside this week, 
learning new volleyball skills. In maths we have been adding and subtracting two 2-digit 
numbers and in our computing learning we have begun work on understanding simple 
algorithms and had fun working in pairs following instructions and being robots! We had a 
fabulous World Book Day, wonderful costumes and lovely to share the love of reading and our 
favourite books together.  

 
Sedgewell Cove (Year 3 and 4)             
 
Sedgewell have worked really hard this week. As writers we have been 
developing our adventure story writing skills through exploring the story of 
‘The Secret of Black Rock’. As mathematicians we have started our learning 
about Fractions. We loved learning about extreme weather and natural 
disasters in Geography and were amazed by the Big Freeze in the winter of 
1963 – we couldn’t believe the amount of snow that fell! In DT we were 
making structures using different techniques with straws and pipe cleaners – great fun! The 
highlight of the week had to be World Book Day where, as well as wearing amazing costumes, 
we celebrated reading for pleasure and it was lovely to share some of my favourite childhood 
books with the children. I hope it inspired the children to develop a love of reading 😊  
 
 
 



Butter Cove (Year 4 and 5) 

It has been a rather busy week in Butter Cove, where the children have worked really hard in all 
areas of their learning. In English, they are impressing me with their creative writing, using 
figurative language and grammar to create some excellent sentences based on The Boy, The 
Mole, The Fox and The Horse. We have our last fraction lesson on Friday before moving onto 
decimals (year 4) and percentages (year 5) I have to say, they have been excellent and their 
understanding and perseverance of some tricky sums has been amazing. In PE, they are 
learning volleyball, which isn’t the easiest sport to master. Again, I have seen some fantastic 
progress, where many are able to set the ball allowing their partner to push it over or even spike 
it. 
World Book Day was a real treat with some fantastic costumes on show. A huge thankyou to the 
children and adults who made it all possible. 
 
Bantham (Year 6)  
 

Thank you so much to all the children that have joined our morning SATS session! These 
sessions are open to all and focus on both English (grammar and reading) and Maths. These 
sessions run on a Tuesday and Thursday from 8am and are run by the wonderful Mrs Mckay and 
I look forward to seeing you all there!  

This week we have had a wonderful week and have worked hard in all 
areas of our learning. As writers, we have started a new writing block 
inspired by the short, animated clip ‘The Piano’. The children have 
been navigating using the piano as a golden thread to come in and 
out of different memories that the pianist had. During our maths 
lessons we have been exploring some tricky concepts including 
finding equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages. We have 
then been using this to compare and order them too. On Thursday I was blown away by the 
fantastic costumes that the children came in wearing – it was a lovely day to celebrate reading! 

Attendance  

Thank you for all your efforts to maximise the children’s attendance. We would really to see an 
improvement in our attendance, let's work together to achieve this. 

The attendance this week can be seen on the table below.  

Whole school attendance (Target 98%) 
 

95.6 

Yarmer (Reception/ Year 1) 
 

92.6% 

Leas Foot (Year 1/ Year 2) 
 

97.5% 

Sedgewell Cove (Year 3 and 4)  
 

97% 

Butter Cove (Year 4 and 5) 
 

95.4% 

Bantham (Year 6)  
 

94.9% 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to our Stars of the Week 

Steeple Cove Nursery  
 

Deia Runewitsch  

Yarmer (Reception/ Year 1) 
 Tommy Sims-Stirling 

Leas Foot (Year 1 and 2) 
 

Rafa Newman 

Sedgewell Cove (Year 3 and 4)  
 Hetty Palmer 

Butter Cove (Year 4 and 5) 
 

Isla Yeoman 

Bantham (Year 6)  
 Jossie Arafa 

 

Home learning 

Yarmer (Reception/ Year 1) 
 

R – Maths activity sheet: 3 + letter formation ‘j’ 
Y1 – Maths activity sheet: 2+ spellings /k/ spelt with /k/ 
not /c/, before /e/, /i/ and /y/ 

Leas Foot (Year 1 and 2) 
 

Y1 – Maths activity sheet and spellings ‘days of the week’, 
common exception words’ 
Y2 – Adding and subtraction sheet – You could time 
yourself to challenge yourself further. Spellings spelt ‘y’ 

Sedgewell Cove (Year 3 and 4)  
 

Spellings, an activity about Fronted Adverbials 
and TTRS please – approx. 3 x garage games at least 4 
times a week. 

Butter Cove (Year 4 and 5) 
 

Spellings and reading task. Please go on Rollama and  
TTRS for at least 15 minutes 4 times a week 

Bantham (Year 6)  
 

Arithmetic paper due Thursday 19th March due to 
residential! 

 

Commented [JS1]: @Lisa Sims-Stirling  - what is Rafa's 
last name?  

mailto:lsimsstirling@lapsw.org

